Hills Community Child Care
Newsletter

www.facebook.com/hillscommunitychildcare

IMPORTANT
DATES

 End Term 1:
 Wed 28th Mar
 Holiday
Program: Tues
3rd Apr - Fri

13th Apr
 Start Term 2
2018: Tues 17th
Apr
 Committee
Meeting/AGM:
Monday 16th
Apr 2018 8pm

NOTE: There will
be no scheduled
Working Bees at
HCCC this year.
This has been
replaced with a
$25 per term
maintenance levy.

President’s Report
Welcome to all the new
families at HCCC for 2018 and
although we are at the end of
Term 1 it is important to
thank new families for
choosing to bring their child
to HCCC. I trust that you and
your child have now settled
into a routine. To those
families that have returned
for 2018 welcome back. Term
1 has flown by and it is great
that there have been so many
beautiful days where the
children have been able to be
outside. I have added an
additional message to this
newsletter which goes into
more detail regarding the
new ‘Maintenance Levy’.
We also have a need for more
parents to join the HCCC
Committee. Many families do
not realise that HCCC is a not
for profit community child
care run by a committee of
volunteer parents as an

Incorporated
Association.
We are not run by the Shire
of Yarra Ranges and we are
not
a
profit
based
commercial centre. It is
important that families
realise the difference and
the need for a committee to
be formed from the
community – ie. current or
past families that use HCCC.
No Committee means no
HCCC. We are into our 10th
year and without the
contribution of previous
parents that gave their time
to HCCC you wouldn’t enjoy
the facilities provided today.
I would hate to close simply
because we cannot form a
volunteer committee as
required
by
Consumer
Affairs as an Incorporated
Association. I hope that you

can all reflect on your
commitment
to
your
community and if you have
the time to contribute to a
fun committee that gains
satisfaction in running a
childcare centre for our
children. If you are interested
feel free to contact me to
discuss a role or how you
could contribute.
Once again I thank the staff
at HCCC for their contribution
to making HCCC a special
place for our children. Enjoy
the Easter break and
spending time as a family.
Regards,
Iain Fraser
President,
Child Care
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Carer’s Corner What a fantastic start to the year we've had, welcoming new and old families.
The children have settled in really well and we're looking forward to working
together towards a fantastic year.
So far this term we've been settling all children in and getting to know our new
families. We've created lots of paintings, decorated with chalk, created with
dough, poured rice and loved playing with cloud dough amongst other things.
We'll be ending the term with some wonderful Easter activities, songs and
stories.

Jenny Oakley

Could we please have a change or two of weather appropriate clothes as we do
get very wet and messy. Please name everything clearly so that all items go
home with the right child.
If your child is (or has been) on medication please inform staff. It helps us in the
care we provide if we know that a child may be quieter or get upset easily.
Communication really helps.

Please refer to
the parent
information

Last just a reminder that we all share morning tea, so if every child could bring
one item to go in the basket.
Examples are: fruit, kabana, cheese, dry biscuits, dried fruit, dip or veggies.
Cakes only if it's your child's birthday which we love to celebrate! What doesn't
get eaten for morning tea will be served just before going home.

booklet given
out at the start

We - Jen, (Co-ordinator), Sharyn and Nikki - are all qualified, with many years of
experience and we are all mums with children of varied ages.

of term. It is also
available on our
website or at

Kayla who is helping on Fridays has been with us as an emergency for a few
years and is planning a career as a play therapist. So please if you have any
questions or concerns please don't hesitate to chat to us.

HCCC

Jen
A reminder to please pack a seasonally appropriate spare
change of clothing for your children and to name
everything!
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Important Changes to our Working Bee Levy
In previous years HCCC had a ‘Family Participation Levy’ of $60 which was paid for in
Term 1 and could be earnt back by families as a credit if two working bees were
attended during the year. Due to poor attendance in the past two years the HCCC
Committee had to review the process and we looked at other childcare centres and the
systems they have for covering maintenance. There are various different models used
and all have their benefits/issues.
The committee acknowledges that as young families many are often time poor and
while we all have the intention of attending working bees and being active in the
community it can often be that working bees are of a low priority in a busy calendar.
The issue for the committee was that it was the same few attending and many of the
necessary jobs were not being done. Maintenance tasks should not fall solely to the
volunteer parent committee who already donate many hours in administration of HCCC
to ensure compliance with DEECD and the Incorporated Association regulation’s.
Moving forward the HCCC Committee has approved a new ‘HCCC Maintenance Levy’
process starting for Term 1 of 2018. We believe it is a fair process which allows us to pro
rata the fee each term and allows us to engage a handyman to complete tasks as
needed. Each term families will be charged a Maintenance Levy of $25 per family per
term – total of $100 per year. No further working bees will be scheduled at HCCC.

MORNING SNACK @ HCCC
Please bring a healthy item for the
children to share for morning tea.
Suggestions include: a piece of fruit
or vegetable, cheese or kabana,
plain dried biscuits or crackers etc.
The staff will prepare these items
on platters for the children to share
for morning tea.
Please note: No cakes or sweets
(unless by prior arrangement with
Jenny for a birthday)

SICK OR ABSENT FROM CHILDCARE?
Please let us know in advance via email or
text!
Email: enrolments@hillschildcare.org.au
Text/Call: Sue Fraser 0439 800 490
On the day: Call Jenny at HCCC on 9751
0001
We often have a waiting list and may be
able to fill your vacancy (even with short
notice, on the day), which means that you
are credited for your fees and we are able
to help another family.

3

TERM

1,

2018

PAGE

Term 1 @ HCCC

SENSORY PLAY: CLOUD DOUGH


8 cups plain
flour

You may have noticed the children playing
with ‘cloud dough’ at HCCC recently. Here is
a recipe to make your own.



1 cup baby oil
(or vegetable
oil of you think
your kid might
eat it!)

Cloud dough is the perfect sensory recipe for
kids to play with. It has enough form to
create fun shapes but then falls apart for
them to create something new.



Powered food
1. In a large container, combine the flour
colouring (not
and dough using a spoon.
http://www.kidspot.com.au/blissliquid) - or
balls/
leave white
Keep covered for storage. Do not mix with
water. Use cups, lids, play dough shapes,
cookie cutters and anything else you can
recycle to shape this fun play dough. You can
add a little scented oil if you want your cloud
dough to smell good too. Some soothing
lavender oil is ideal.
http://www.kidspot.com.au/kitchen/recipes/cloud-dough-2958
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FAMILIES AND SUPPORT ERS NOTICE BOARD
Simply email your content to us — info@hillschildcare.org.au — and we will endeavour to include it.
Below are big supporters of our childcare, or owned and run by families that use HCCC. When you can, support
them too!

MOUNTAIN TOP TOY LIBRARY
www.toylibraries.org.au/content/mountain-top-toy-library

www.cathyronaldsphotography.com

www.smileyhost.com.au

www.olindacollective.com

www.drphysio.com.au

www.olindapizza.com.au

www.drphysio.com.au/
www.klgcareerservices.com.au

www.bendigobank.com.au/public/community/our-branches/montrose

www.facebook.com/DaisyBootsBookShop/

www.michaelstrailers.com.au

www.olindaps.vic.edu.au

www.hugsforkids.com.au

