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Hello friends and families of 
Hills Community Child Care - 
Greetings from your new 
committee President, Bethany 
Potter. Following my 
attendance at my first Annual 
General Meeting in May I was 
instated as President when 
Jake Laurie resigned. We 
would like to acknowledge 
Jake for his work and 
dedication as President up 
until this time, and seeing us 
through last year’s ever 
changing conditions and 
restrictions. Jake was 
especially proud that HCCC 
was able to remain open 
during his time of leadership. 

Since becoming his successor I 
have been becoming familiar 
with the role and HCCC by 
meeting with Sue and Iain 
Fraser, chairing committee 
meetings, and keeping contact 
with Jenny and the other 

educators we are so fortunate to 
have. Along with myself we also 
welcome Matilda, Maxine and 
Sophie to the committee. 
Matilda is our newly instated 
Secretary taking over for 
Christine. Thank you Christine 
for your continued involvement 
on the committee. 

In the last few months, we have 
been able to continue to invest 
in the centre without the need 
to fundraise. Some of those 
investments include the 
completion of external painting 
and new signage for the external 
gates. Although it was not 
planned, as a result of the 
storms in June we did remove 
the lilly pilly tree from the 
playground (Shoutout to Mount 
Dandenong Tree Specialists). 
Our next endeavors include 
sourcing a suitable shade 
structure for this area, internal 
painting and updating our 
website. As always, we welcome 
the input and feedback from our 
collective, so if there is anything 

which you think can be 
improved upon or benefit 
HCCC, please let us know. 

While I’ve got your attention, 
it’s a decent time to also 
introduce myself in a bit more 
of a personal way. I first began 
sending my son, Jarrah (2)  to 
HCCC Term I on the 
recommendation of a friend. 
My husband and I moved to 
Melbourne in 2014. Following 
months-long residences in 
Brunswick West and Preston. 
We became Hills dwellers in 
2015 with a home in Tremont 
and now Kallista. I am a Las 
Vegas native and my husband, 
Durham is Canberra born, WA 
raised, Sydney educated, and 
lived in London for 13 years 
before moving back to 
Australia. We met in Las Vegas 
when he was riding his 
motorbike from San Francisco 
to Panama. He works in IT and 
my ‘day job’ is more of a 
weekend/evening gig, you can 
find me creating cocktails, 
pulling beers and pouring gins 
at Fat Goat in Upwey. In 
addition to Jarrah, we are 
parents to Clementine, our blue 
heeler. My favourite bush walk 
at the moment is Cole’s Ridge 
Track behind Grant’s Picnic 
Ground and I love music, tacos 
and margaritas. I am grateful 
for this opportunity to serve on 
the committee. It allows for 
community involvement, 
building relationships and 
taking part in a grassroots 
organisation.

Salutations
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Please refer to 

the parent 

information 

booklet given 

out at the start 

of term. It is also 

available on our 

website or at 

HCCC 

Jenny Oakley 

Coordinator’s Corner  

Jen

 

  

 

 

Wow, we've made 3rd term and COVID is 
still with us. While it's been a really tough 
time for us as adults, it's also been so hard 
on our younger ones. They feed off our 
stress and the constant changes in their 
lives. We're seeing a lot of changes in our 
children, which is proving a very 
challenging time. We're finding we need 
to be very flexible in our program, 
changing things around in an instant. 
More cuddles are wanted ( which we love 
to do) and consistency is so important. 
By working together we will get through 
this and come out bigger and better. We're 
a big strong family here at the cottage. We 
still manage to have heaps of fun and 
laughs every day.

If anyone has any concerns at all please 
don't hesitate to come and chat. We're 
always here to listen and work together.

Last term we very sadly said goodbye to 
Sharyn after many years with us as she 
was offered a more permanent position at 
a primary school. It was a challenge she 
was after and couldn't say no to. We miss 
her bubbliness and care every day and I 
know she misses everyone here.  Sharyn 
will pop up every now and then so say Hi.

We are so happy for her and wish all the 
best in her new career move. We thank 
her for all the years she was a part of our 
family.

Our staff for those who aren't sure of 
names are:

Jen, Coordinator  (all 4 days)
Kathleen (T, W, & Th)
Linda (T & Th)
Sharon (F)

Don't forget our morning tea basket.

• ideas are, fruit, crackers, cheese, dip,
kabana, dried fruit, vegetables etc

• Always have a change of weather 
appropriate clothes

• Name everything

• Can those who haven't provided family 
photos please send them along. You can 
send them to my phone and I'll print 
them off if you like.

Hello everyone my name is Sharon I have 
worked in the Industry for 30 years, 6 years 
in Long Day Care then Occasional care since 
then. I also work as a Social Support Worker 
and in Before School Care so it keeps life 
interesting. I am married and have two boys 
aged 22 and 20, who both still live at home. 
We also have a dog called Milo who is very 
spoilt.  My interests are gardening, reading, 
nature walks, craft, travelling and camping.  

Introducing Sharon



P A G E  3

 

H I L L S  C O M M U N I T Y  C H I L D  C A R E   

It’s a Birthday! 

Meet the Members
Matilda
My name is Matilda (Kip and Ned’s mum) and we have been part of the 
HCCC community for a few years now. We live in Olinda and I grew up in 
the Hills. After having lived in other places in Melbourne and overseas, 
I am very grateful to be back here raising my family in one of the best 
places in the world. In addition to being a mum, I am also a veterinarian. 
Maxine
My name is Maxine and I have recently joined the committee! I have 5 
year old twins, Evie and Louisa who are in prep at Mt Dandenong 
Primary and my youngest, Annabelle who just turned 2 and is here at 
HCCC. We moved up to the ranges in January 2021 from the beach but 
are loving our tree change. I work part time as a practice manager but 
spend most of my time running the kids around.

Many of us may be experiencing consecutive 
lockdown birthdays in our families. Luckily 
for us, we can still have a bit of a party with 
the peers for our young ones. Jarrah got to 
celebrate his 2nd birthday at HCCC ahead of 
his lockdown birthday in August. Dad made 
his cake and Jarrah blew out his candles for 
the first time alongside his caring educators 
and fellow child care mates. 

We didn’t think we’d be celebrating 
Annabelle’s second birthday in lockdown 
after last year but here we are! We feel very 
lucky that she at least got to have a little 
party with Jenny and all her friends at HCCC. 
She was very excited to take her Peter Rabbit 
‘cake cakes’ to share with everyone although 
was a bit less thrilled when everyone started 
to sing by all accounts!

Thank you to Jenny and co. for making these 
such special days for them. Does your child 
have a birthday coming up? We’d love to 
feature this milestone in each newsletter for 
those wishing to take part. 

Sophie
I have three kids, one who used to go to the Hills 
Childcare, one who will when she is old enough and 
Darcy who goes twice a week and is most often 
playing with the diggers in the sand. I have lived in 
the hills almost my whole life, and I used to attend 
the hills childcare building when it was used as 
before/after school care for Olinda Primary. I am 
passionate about making sure there is a quality 
childcare program that we can access in the hills 
and believe the HCCC can offer this.


