
Wominjeka - Presidents Report 
BY BETHANY POTTER

Hello Hills Community Child Care families and welcome to our Term II
Newsletter. For those of you new to the centre this is our time to
connect and inform about the happenings at HCCC. HCCC is a very
unique child care centre that was founded in 2008 by Sue and Iain
Fraser to meet the need for an affordable local child care centre. HCCC
operates as a not for profit community organisation with the
contribution of parent volunteer committee members. Without the
support of families the centre could no longer be able to operate as it
has for what will be 14 years this October. In that regard, we are always
looking to grow our collective and gain the support of new members as
well as identify successors for current committee members. I am excited
to announce that we have welcomed our newest general member, Lee
Copeland during our last meeting! Lovely to have you on board, Lee.
You will get an opportunity to learn a bit more about her in her
introduction within the newsletter. 

We are very fortunate to have a wonderful group of longstanding
educators at HCCC in Jenny, Kathleen, Sharon and Linda. However we
are also interested in growing our collective of educators to have a bit
more of a surplus for coverage as needed. True to our original intent as
a community organisation we rely on word of mouth. If you are
knowledgeable of any people in your networks who you think may be a
good fit and who have a certificate in Early Childhood Education please
be in touch with Sue, Jenny or myself. 

The winter weather has definitely come to see us in full force. Please
make sure that your children are layered up and have warm wet weather
jackets and gumboots as they will still be spending a portion of each
day outside. For the toastier moments indoors you are welcome to send
them with slippers. Enjoy the news we have to share and as always your
feedback is welcome. Stay warm, stay safe, take care!

Bethany Potter
HCCC President 
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Last day of term two
Friday 24th June

 

School Holidays
 28th June - 12th July

Term three starts
 12th July
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We need you!

We need input from any parent or carer
who is considering joining the HCCC
committee. It is an opportunity to have an
input in your children's childcare and
support the ability for the centre to
remain open. 
The commitment is one zoom meeting per
month and your annual maintenance fee
is waved. 
For anyone interested, please contact
president, Bethany via email at
las.bjp@gmail.com

Hills Committee Profile
LEE COPELAND

Hi there! My name is Lee Copeland and I’m a new committee
member with the Hills Community Childcare Centre. I’m mum
to 4 year old Arlo who attends the centre and Luka who is at
primary school. My family moved up to Olinda in January
2020 from Flemington and the tree change couldn’t have
come at a better time. We all feel very lucky to be part of the
wonderful hills community.

I am also a naturopath and am currently working online and
in person from Monbulk.
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"Hugs can do
great

amounts of
good,

especially for
children" 

DIANA,  PRINCESS OF
WALES



Coordinators Corner
BY JENNY

Well 2nd term has definitely brought about a
change in weather, it's been very cold up here.
With the cooler weather we're spending more time
inside, especially before morning tea. This means
its so much easier for germs to be shared from
child to child. We're doing everything we can to
keep everyone healthy but colds, runny noses and
temps happen. This is just a reminder to keep your
child home if they display any of these symptoms,
bringing your child in just prolongs and spreads
illness. Please let us know if your child is on
medication/been unwell, it helps us understand if
they are acting out of character or get half way
through the day and just hit a wall.

Please always pack a warm change of clothes
including extra socks and name everything.

As your all aware we've changed things a little at
drop off and pick up. Sign in sheet is now located
just outside entry gate. Please always use exact
time (clock provided ) and write the name of the
person collecting child. Please don't enter the
building as it gets too congested. Leave your
child's bags on table and staff will take them inside
for you.

Thank you everyone for your patience as we get
used to the new normal.

We've had some new families join this term, a big
"welcome" to them - we hope you really enjoy your
time here. Everyone is settling in really well and
we are having a lot of fun. Our days are filled with
heaps of laughter, cheekiness, hugs, creativity and
lots of bubbles.

Life at the cottage is so busy but so much fun
everyday.

Jen
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CHILDREN ENJOYING THE OUTDOORS WHILE BEING RUGGED UP
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EVACUATION DRILLS WITH THE BIG PRAMS

The Department of Early Education and Child Development
(DEECD) attended HCCC in late March for a compliance visit.
Other than some minor administrative issues (which have been
addressed) it was pleasing that our centre passed with flying
colours. The department representative made positive comments
about the way HCCC is run and the caring environment provided
by our staff. Well done ladies and keep up the good work. 

She even went so far as to express how she likes visiting centres like
HCCC rather than the big multi room commercial childcare centres. It is
pleasing that all our random inspections by DEECD over the years have
been very positive and compliant which reflects well on the committee
oversight and governance as well as the staff processes that have been
put in place. It should also confirm to you as parents that your children
receive quality care while at HCCC - I am sure you already knew that
anyway!!!

DEECD Compliance Visit - March 2022

Jenny's Home Remedies 
Green tea is wonderful and soothing for sore eyes and better than salt water. 
 Apply tea when cold with a cotton bud, its great for humans & animals alike.

 
For persistent coughs, slice an onion and place in a jar with 2-3 tablespoons brown
sugar. Let it sit for a day till the sugar turns to liquid. Have a spoonful as needed. It

tastes sweet (not like onion) and really does work.
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Community Recipe
Lentil and Kale Soup

Ingredients
- 2 cups of red lentils

- 2 cloves of garlic finely chopped
- 1 small brown onion finely chopped

- 2 tablespoons of curry powder
- 2 tomatoes chopped

- 1L of stock
- 1 tablespoon of olive oil

- 2 big handfuls of kale shredded (stalks removed)
- ½ lemon squeezed

- 2 tablespoons of chopped coriander
- Crusty bread to serve (optional)

Method
Heat the olive oil in a pan over medium heat. Once hot, stir fry the curry powder,
garlic, onion and tomato until the garlic and onion are soft. If the mixture starts to

stick on the pan, add a tablespoon of water.
Mix in the lentils and coat with the spices. Add in a cup of stock and stir through.

Once boiling, add in the remainder of the stock and bring to the boil again. Squeeze
in the lemon juice. Boil for 5 minutes and then reduce to a simmer. Add in the kale

and simmer for a further 5 minutes or until the lentils are soft.
Pour into bowls and garnish with chopped coriander. Serve with crusty bread and

enjoy!

 

Kinder Enrolment
Reminder

A reminder for parents with children who will
be kinder age in 2023 to enrol them now.
Enrolments close on 30th June in the year

before your child attends and late applications
may not receive their first preference.

There are some beautiful kinder's in the
Dandenong Ranges and we are fortunate
enough to currently share our space with
Mount Dandenong Preschool (behind the

basketball courts). To access their enrolment
forms via the portal long on at

www.yrkinders.com

Absences reminder
With the current staffing

shortages since COVID, can
parents notify about a child's

absence as soon as they
know they will be away. This
may save the centre from
putting on additional staff
when not required. Please

also remember to keep
children home when they
are not well for the sake of

themselves and others
around them.

http://www.yrkinders.com/


Family and Supporters Noticeboard
Feel free to email your content to us at info@hillschildcare.org.au and we will endeavour to include

it. Below are big supporters of our childcare, or owned and run by families that use HCCC. When
you can, please support them too.
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www.mtevelynvet.com.au

www.toylibraries.org.au/content/mountain-top-toy-library

www.little-village.com.au

www.cathyronaldsphotography.com

www.olindacollective.com
www.bendigobank.com.au/branch/vic/community-bank-mt-evelyn

www.olindapizza.com.au

www.klgcareerservices.com.au

www.fatgoat.com.au

www.connectcreate.com.au

www.olindaps.vic.edu.au

mikestewarttrees@hotmail.comformandpractice.com.au

yrkinders.com/locations/mtdandenong

https://www.little-village.com.au/
https://www.bendigobank.com.au/branch/vic/community-bank-mt-evelyn/

